British Wedding Customs
and Superstitions:
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The purposes of the project:

1. To learn more about new & old traditions &
ceremonies of a marriage in Great Britain.

2. To study the world of the British folklore.

3. To transfer the Eerception of the topic through art
translation of the English poems devoted to
wedding traditions into Russian.

4. To pay attention to features of a marriage during
the 2 World War.



The most important decisions in life

A lot of wedding
traditions go back to folklore
and used to protect marryin
couples against bad luck an
evil spirits.

In the years of different
wars people always found
reasons for holydays, lucky
days & celebrations. For
example such moments,
which are very essential in
people’s lives, are weddings.




The decision to get married

To change the m- W
name and not the G g %
letter | \ e

Is to change for the
worst and not the
better




My translation...

Bbi6bupan cebe Tbl My)xa
no paMunum,

M npy 5TOM He A0JIKHa
Tbl 3abbIBaTb,

YT06b1 NYyTb CEMENHDbIN
YCTUNANW JINJINK,
byKBY NepBylo AOJIXKHa
Tbl MOMEHATb.



Old rhyme about choosing the right
day for the wedding

Monday for wealth, v

Tuesday for health,
Wednesday the best day of all,
Thursday for losses, =
Friday for crosses, ;
Saturday for no luck at all.




My translation of this poem...

YXEHVBLUNCH B MOHEAENBHUK, BECH CBOM BEK
6oraTbiM 6yueu1b

Bo BTOpHWK Mo BEHEL MOVAELLL, BCE XBOpU
[No3abyaells,
A ecnu cBaabba B cpeay, */Aan co BCEX CTOPOH
yAady,
YerBepr HECET ¢ coboy notepy 1 6ECCOHHWLY. B
Apuaady,
[locTaBulib KPECT Ha BCEM, KOJIb B MATHWULLY Tbl K
a/ITapto NOMAELLb,

B cyb66otHEM Bpake cuyacTbs HAKOrAA Thl HE
HanaElLlb.



Another pagan rhyme tells us which
time of year to martry...

Married when the year is new, he'll be loving, kind and true.
When February birds do mate, you wed nor dread your fate.
If you wed when March winds blow, joy and sorrow both you'll know.
Marry in April when you can, Joy for Maiden and for Man.
Marry in the month of May, and you'll surely rue the day.
Marry when June roses grow, over land and sea you'll go.
Those who in July do wed must labor for their daily bread.
Whoever wed in August be, many a change Iis sure to see
Marry in September’s shrine, your living will be rich and fine.
If in October you do martry, love will come but riches tarry.
If you wed in bleak November, only joys will come, remember.
When December snows fall fast, marry and true love will Iast.

Marry in May and you'll live to rue the day



My translation: 4

JIobrmMbIM ByAellb NpeaaHHON A060BLIO,

KoJib YKeHWIIbLCS B HaYasle roAa, B SHBape.
XXeHncb — 1 byaeT 6pak obsackaH TBOW CyabLO0t0 -
Koraa rHe3aaTcs ATvlbl B (OeBparsie.

A cBaabba B MapTOBCKYHO HEMOKOAY,

APUHOCKT HOMOJIaM M PafoCTb W HEB3rOAY.

B anpene XeHnlbcd — 1 cYacTbe HUKOrAa Thl HE 3abyaellb,
Kosb cBaAbba B Mae - TOMbLKO MasdTcs Tbl byaeuls.
JIVib PacLBETYT B UIOHE PO3bl, Thl MO BEHEL, BEAN HEBECTY,
Toraa v 6ypy, 1 MOPO3bl NEPEXXMBETE APY>KHO BMECTE.
MonbCKas XeHNTbOa MPUHECET NNLLb
TSOKKVV TPYA 38 MPONvTaHue,

A aBryCr 3a CO60M BEAET CH/IOLWb BAEYATAEHNS U 3HAHWS.
XKeHvch B boranoM ceHTa6pe, v byaeT xmsHb boraton 1
NPEKPAcHoM,
borarcrBa HE HanAElllb, 3aTO HaAELIb JIOO0Bb, KOMb XEHMLIBCS
OKTFI6prKMM YTPOM SICHBIM.

XOTb X0NOAEH HOSOPLCKUW [IEHBb, BECENBLE PSAOM ByAeT
6eCKOHel—IHO
Kosb B Aekabpe Thl Mo BEHEL, MOVAELLL, /IHOO0Bb 1 CUACTbE
OByayT AMTbCa BEYHO..



A wedding dress

Anne of Brittany
started the tradition of
wearing a white wedding
dress in 1499. This color
was always associated
with ‘joy’.

During the war it was
very difficult to buy new
clothes in Britain,
especially wedding
dresses.
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The color of the brides dress was
described in another rhyme

Married in White, you have chosen right,
Married In , Yyou will go far away,
Married in - :i¢,¢ you will wish yourself back,
Married In , You will wish yourself dead,
Married in , ashamed to be seen,
Married In , you will always be true,
Married in Pearl, you will live in a whirl,
Married in Yellow, ashamed of your fellow,
Married In , You will live in the town,
Married in Pink, you spirit will sink.



& here is my translation...

B HEBMHHO-6€/10M ByA€ellb HAaCTOSLEN Tbl HEBECTOM,
A B CTUABHO CEPOM, CPasy. BUAHO, AAIEKO MOVAELLDb,
Kosb byaelus B ‘1€g;|0y, 3Han, CEMbE He ByAeT MecTa,
A B Mn/1aTbe€ CMEpPTb cebe HanaéLlb,
Tl Or030PULLILCS, CKOPEN BCErO, B LIBETE,
A B )XENTOM 3aCMeET Tebs oObUMbIV 1 Hapoa,
Konb byaeulis B , HE ByJET HNKOrO BEPHEN Ha CBETE,
YXeMUy>KHbIN LUBET OTKPOET BCEX CTPACTEN BOAOBOPOT,
B oAeXxAax CBsHXXellb C FOpo/ioM CBOW HaaeXXab!,
A ecnv B po30BOM JIIOOUMBbIV K anTaplo TeHS BEAET,
To Ayx CBATOM Ha bpak Balll CHU3OMAET.



An altogether different matter:

Something old, something new,
Something borrowed, something blue,
And a silver sixpence in your shoe.
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Translation...

YTo-TO crapoe HananTe,
YTO-TO HOBOE KYmnuTe,
Koe-yTo Yy>Koe,
YT0-TO ronyboe,

A Ha cyacCTbe B
HballMayoK

[looXXUTEe N9TayoK.




"Something old"
It's normally an old garter

or a piece of antique family jewelry

“Something new"

Represents the new life & the hope for success and
good fortune.

"Something borrowed™

The borrowed object might be somethmg
Y such as a lace handkerchief.

“Something blue™
A blue ribbon in a bride's hair symbolize fidelity. =

And a silver sixpence is considered as a lucky. charm



‘Lucky omens’

- to see a rainbow
- to have the

sunshine on your w
back -

- to have a cat cross %'.Fe/’ e <
your path . : N

- to be greeted by a N * A
chimney sweep . _ /.« 4 A \/
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'Bad Omens'

—

- to see a pig, hare or lizard running across
the road

- to see an open grave

- to see Monks or Nuns

means barrenness and )

2\
a life dependent on charity |i ig\‘l: !




Meaning of flowers ‘color’

Apple blossom - good fortune
Aster - symbol of love
Bluebells - everlasting love
Blue Violets - faithfulness
Carnation White - honesty
Daisies White - loyalty
Forget-me-nots - true love
Gardenias - joy
Iris - wisdom
Ivy - fidelity

. ' Lilies - purity
Lily of the Valley - happiness
Orange blossoms — fertility
Orchids - beauty
Red Rose - passion




Wedding cakes

Cakes have been associated
with weddings throughout history.

In Britain early cakes were
flat and round and contained fruit
and nuts, which symbolize fertility.

Now wedding cakes have
three tiers. The couple makes the
first cut together to symbolize
their shared future. The guest
who found the ring in the piece of
cake would be ensured happiness
for the next year.




Different wedding cakes...
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Ode by Harry Reeves to his Ann

In the beautiful county of Dorset
There’s a giant that’s carved in the hill
. It was there in the war — 1940s
That a lovely young ‘gal” said, "I will”
They had met at a dance in Cerne Abbas
Arranged for the troops, don't you know?
And soon they were dancing together
A quick step, a waltz or tango
He was a young lad in the army
And stationed up there on the hill
While she lived down there in the village
And taught in a school near the mill




Ode...

BonHa n 6051b BOKpYT,
HO TO/IbKO TaHLLEB KpYr,

Ho TONbKO rosioc AeBUUYUNA 3BYUNT
HesiCHO,

U chablilUUT BOUMH OONAroXxaaHHoe:
«CornacHa'!»

ViIX Nno3HaKoOMMJ/ia BOMHaA M He HanpacHo,

Beab B rpadgcrBe [lopcer Bce
NMPEKPACHO...

3es1IEHbIN X0JIM TPAaBOWU NMOKPbLIT,
N Ha xonMe AWBU3USA CTOMT,
B AnosivHe no4 XO0JIMOM AOMMILLUKM CNAT,
N o nrrobuMon ayMaer cosapaar,

A B NaMsATH 3BYUYMT TOT BasibC
NpeKpacHbiM,

M rosioc HeXxHbi¥ NoBTOpseT: «SA
corsiacHa!»






