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Abstract

Agriculture is one of the nation’s economic driver, it act as vital platform for national
development and it impact cut across different sectors of the economy. Nigerians
depend directly or indirectly on agriculture for their livelihood. However during the
oil boom era, Nigeria agricultural productivity experienced a downward trend with its
attendant consequences of food insecurity and reduction in agricultural sector
contribution to national income. There have been different efforts in terms of
programme development, policy formulation and implementation by governments at
different tiers towards improved agriculture for food security and sustained national
development. However no significant results have been achieved. This is largely
attributed to underfunding; lacks of political will; feeble agricultural extension
services; unsustainable agricultural practices; politicization of agricultural aids,
inconsistent government agricultural policy among others. This paper therefore aimed
to examine agriculture in Nigeria vis-a-vis agricultural policies and programmes;
agricultural practices and institutional framework for agricultural administration
towards achieving sustainable agriculture for national development.
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AHHOTaANUA
Cenbckoe XO3SUCTBO SBJSETCS OJHOM M3 JABWXKYLIUX CHUJT KOHOMHMKH CTpPaHbI, OHO
BBICTYMAEeT B Ka4yeCTBE XM3HCHHO BAXKHOW TIATGOPMBI JJII HAIMOHAIHLHOTO PAa3BUTHUS H
OKa3bIBa€T BO3JCHCTBUE HA pA3JUYHBIE CEKTOpa HSKOHOMHMKH. Hwurepuiliipl npsmMo WiIH
KOCBEHHO 3aBUCAT OT CEJIbCKOTO XO3fWCTBA B KA4eCTBE MCTOYHUKA CPEICTB K
cymectBoBaHui0. OHAKO B 110Xy HE(PTSHOTO OyMa B CETbCKOXO03IMCTBEHHOM MPOU3BOJICTBE
Hurepuun nHabmonanach TEHICHIMS K CHUKCHHIO C BBITEKAIOIIMMU OTCIO/IA MOCIIEACTBUSIMU
OTCYTCTBUS MPOJAOBOJILCTBEHHOM 0e30macHOCTH u COKpAILCHUS BKJIaJa
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CEJIbCKOXO35MICTBEHHOI'O0 CEKTOpa B HALMOHAJIBHBIN JOXOA. bpuln NMpeAanpuHsATl pa3iInyHble
yCUIIUSL C TOYKHU 3peHHs] pa3paboTKuU Mporpamm, pa3paboTKU W peaau3aluu MOJUTHKU
MMPaBUTCILCTBAMU Ha PA3HBIX YPOBHAX B HAIIPABJICHHUU YIIYUHICHUA CCIILCKOT'O XO3SIMUCTBA JIIsL
o0ecrnieueHurs MpoA0BOJIbCTBEHHOIN 0€30MacCHOCTH U YCTOWYMBOTO HAIMOHAJIBLHOTO Pa3BUTHSI.
OnHaKko HUKAKUX CYIIECTBEHHBIX PE3yJIbTATOB AOCTHTHYTO HE ObUIO. DTO B 3HAYUTEIHHON
CTENEeHU O0OBACHSAETCS HEOCTATOYHBIM (PMHAHCUPOBAHUEM; OTCYTCTBHUE MOJIUTUYECKOM BOJIH;
ciabple yCIyrd TIO PACIPOCTPAHCHHIO CEIhCKOXO3SMCTBEHHBIX 3HAHWH; HEYCTONYMBBIE
METO/bl BEJIEHUS CEJIbCKOTO XO3SMCTBA; IMOJIUTH3ALUS CEIbCKOXO3AMCTBEHHON MNOMOIIH,
HEIOCJIEIOBATENIbHASA TOCYJapCTBEHHAS CEJIbCKOXO3SIMCTBEHHAsI IOJMTUKA CpPEIn APYTHUX.
[ToaToMy 3TOT HOKYMEHT ObUT HampaBjieH Ha M3y4yeHHUE CEbCKOro Xxo3sicTBa B Hurepuu c
TOYKHU 3PCHHUA CEIIBbCKOXO03SCTBEHHON MOJUTUKH U mnporpamMmm; METOJAblI BCACHUA CCIILCKOI'O
X034MCTBA U MHCTUTYLHOHAIBHBIE PAMKH JUISI YIPABJICHHS CEIBbCKUM XO3SUCTBOM B LENSIX
JOCTHIXXCHUA YCTOI;'ILII/IBOFO CEBCKOT0 X03SIMCTBA AJI1 HAIMOHAJIBHOI'O Pa3BUTHA.

KiaroueBble cj10Ba: CEIbCKOE XO35UCTBO, YCTOWYHMBOE PA3BUTHE, YCTOMYMBOE CEIICKOE
XO035IIICTBO, HAIIMOHATBHOE Pa3BUTHE.

Introduction

Agriculture is one of the nation’s economic driver, it act as vital platform for
national development and it impact cut across different sectors of the economy.
Nigerians depend directly or indirectly on agriculture for their livelihood. Agricultural
practices and production is important to Nigeria quest for national development, it
provides employment both directly and indirectly to the country’s teeming population.
According to Adebo and Ewuola (2006) agriculture provides a solid foundation upon
which Nigeria economy is based. The preamble section of Nigeria agricultural policy
stated that agriculture in the context of the economy is tied with the various sectors
and is essential for generating broad based growth necessary for development. The
policy aims at the attainment of self sustaining growth in all the sub-sectors of
agriculture and the structural transformation necessary for the overall socio-economic
development of the country as well as the improvement in the quality of life of
Nigerians. Nigeria is blessed with abundance of good rainfall and sunshine which
provides opportunities for year-round agriculture production in many parts of the
country.

However during the oil boom era, Nigeria agricultural productivity experienced
downward trend with its attendant consequences of food insecurity and reduction in

agricultural sector productivity and contribution to national income. This statement is
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confirmed by Okeneye (2002) that agricultural sector perform creditably well in
provision of means of livehoods; major source of raw materials for agro allied
industries and potent source of foreign exchange to the extent that regional
development witnessed in Nigeria was linked to agricultural sector.

The challenges with agricultural sector in Nigeria is characterised by incessant
food importation, this to augment the short fall in local production, Sowunmi, Odedeji
and Akinyosoye (2009) noted that food like rice, wheat, maize, soyabean and
vegetable oil are major food imports in Nigeria, this has created a spiral effect on
Nigeria economy due to flight of revenue that could have been to develop local
economy, loss of jobs among others and impedes the quest towards national
development characterised by Vision 20:2020. The authors are of the belief that it has
become imperative to address the challenges in agricultural sector of the economy if
Nigeria is to achieve national development and achieve it quest for placement among
the top 20" economies in the world by year 2020.

Based on the foregoing, this paper therefore aimed to examine agriculture in
Nigeria vis-a-vis agricultural policies and programmes; agricultural practices and
institutional framework for agricultural administration towards achieving sustainable
agriculture for national development.

Bsenenue

Cenbckoe XO3SIMCTBO SIBISECTCS OJHOM U3 ABMKYIIMX CHJI DKOHOMUKH CTPaHBI,
OHO BBICTYNAaeT B KayeCTBE >KU3HEHHO Ba)XHOH IUIaT(GOPMBI AJs HAIMOHAIBHOTO
Pa3BUTHUS U OKA3bIBAET BO3JCHCTBUE HA Pa3JIMYHBIE CEKTOPA SKOHOMUKHU. Hurepuiupl
MPSIMO WM KOCBEHHO 3aBHCAT OT CEJIbCKOTO XO34MCTBA B KAayeCTBE HCTOYHUKA
CPEACTB K CYIIECTBOBaHHUIO. CeIbCKOXO34MCTBEHHAs IPAKTUKA WU IMPOU3BOJCTBO
BaXHBl Uil cTpemileHMss Hwurepum K HalMOHAJIBHOMY pa3BUTHIO, TaK Kak
00eCTeunBalOT 3aHATOCTh KaK IMPsIMO, TaK MU KOCBEHHO JJISI PACTYIIEro HACEJICHUS
ctpanbl. CormacHo Adebo u Ewuola (2006), cenbckoe XO3SIMICTBO oOecreyuBaeT
IIPOYHYIO OCHOBY, Ha KOTOPOIl OCHOBaHa 3koHOMHKa Hurepuu. B pa3aene npeamOyiibt
CEbCKOXO3MCTBEHHON NOJUTUKM HUrepuum roBOpUTCS, UTO CENBCKOE XO35KCTBO B
KOHTEKCTE SKOHOMHUKH CBSI3aHO C Pa3JIUYHBIMU CEKTOPAaMU U UMEET BaKHOE 3HAUYCHHE
Ui obecrieyeHusl IMIUPOKOro pocTa, HeoOxoaumoro s pas3Butus. [lonuthka
HaIlpaBJICHa Ha JIOCTMIXKEHHE YCTOWYMBOIO POCTA BO BCEX IOACEKTOPaxX CEIbCKOIO
X03CTBA U CTPYKTYPHBIX IpeoOpa3zoBaHMii, HEOOXOIUMBIX Ul OOIIETO COIUAIBHO-
SKOHOMMYECKOI'O pa3BUTHs CTPaHbl, a TAaKXE Ha YIY4IICHHE KadyecTBa >KU3HU
HurepuiiieB. Hurepust HageneHa oOWIMeM XOPOLIMX OCAJAKOB M COJHEYHOTO CBETA,



yTO 00ECIICUMBACT BO3MOKHOCTHU A1 KPYrJorogn4Horo CEbCKOXO03SUCTBECHHOTO
IMPOU3BOJACTBA BO MHOI'HX YaCTAX CTPAHBI.

Agriculture and National Development: The Nexus

The term agriculture implies field cultivation and production of livestock.
Effective agricultural production ensure food security, which according Dorelien
(2008) is when all people at all times have both physical and economics access to
sufficient food to meet their dietary needs for a productive and healthy life. The
challenges in agricultural sector could result to food crisis characterised by shortage of
foods and where available the price become high. Sustainable agricultural production
involve agricultural practices that encourage the use of improved methods in the four
sub sector of agriculture namely crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry. Donahue and
Troch (2003) noted that sustainable agriculture is an agricultural system adapted to
a particular area so that crop and animal production do not decline over time and
are reasonably stable over normal fluctuations of weather, while in the opinion of
Tititlola  (2000) sustainable agriculture is based on practices that reduce
environmental degradation, deteriorating range land and dwindling forest-conserve
resources, provide an adequate and dependable farm income thereby reducing
poverty. Sustainable agriculture ensures adequate food security for the nation.

National development entails efforts to achieve national productivity and
increased standard of living. National development planning is usually encoded in
blueprint to guide different sectors activities, this blueprint is often refers to as
development plan. Salawu, Muhammed, Adekeye and Onimajesin (2006) noted that
development plans of any sort involve deliberate efforts on the part of government to
speed up the process of social and economic development of a country. Nigeria’s
development initiatives have witnessed different plans over the years. The history of
development plans in Nigeria could be traced to the colonial era when the British
Colonial Office mandated the colonies to prepare development plans for the
disbursement of the Colonial Development and Welfare Funds in 1940 (Salawu,
Muhammed, Adekeye and Onimajesin, 2006). Indigenous national development plan

notably includes the five year national development plans, from the first national
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development plan (1962-1968); second national development plan (1970 — 1974);
third national development plan (1975 — 1980); fourth national development (1981 —
1985) and subsequent rolling plans and other plans such as Vision 2010, NEEDS,
Seven Point Agenda, Vision 20:2020 and Transformation Agenda (table 1).

The connection between agriculture and national development relates to the
fact that agricultural development underpins national development. No nation can
claim development with the capacity to adequately provide food for its population.
Ayoola (2001) opined that studies showed that there is positive growth and poverty
reduction effects from public spending in agriculture. Eboh, Oduh and Ujah (2012)
were of the opinion that higher incomes from agriculture and access to cheaper food
have helped hundreds of millions of people to move beyond the US$1 per day poverty
line, the author cited example of China, Vietnam, Brazil and Thailand that
experienced significant agricultural growth over the last three decades with
corresponding decline in poverty. In Nigeria, economic growth has largely been
accounted for by resilient agricultural growth (Eboh, Oduh and Ujah, 2012). It was
noted in the Vision 20:2020 report on agriculture and food security, that agriculture
has always played a key role in the nation’s economy, currently contributing about
42% of Gross Domestic Product as against 13% for Oil & Gas; and employing two
thirds of the entire labour force (FGN, 2009).

TepMuH cenbckoe XO3SMCTBO MOAPAa3yMEBAET IIOJIEBOE BO3JENIbIBAHUE M
MPOU3BOACTBO  CKOTa. OD(PPEeKTHBHOE  CETBCKOXO3ANUCTBEHHOE  MPOU3BOJCTBO
o0ecreynBaeT MPOAOBOJILCTBEHHYIO 0€30MacHOCTh, 4TO, cormacHo Dorelien (2008),
O3HA4aeT, 4YTO BCE JIIOAM B J000€ BpeMs HMEIOT Kak (Qu3nueckui, Tak U
SKOHOMMYECKHH JOCTYyNl K JOCTATOYHOMY KOJIMYECTBY HPOAYKTOB IUTAHUS IS
YIIOBJIETBOPEHHUSI CBOUX UETHUECKUX MOTPEOHOCTEN Al MPOJTYKTUBHONU U 370POBOMA
#u3HU. [IpoOremMbl B  CETBCKOXO3SIICTBEHHOM CEKTOpE MOTYT TMPUBECTH K
MIPOJIOBOJILCTBEHHOMY KPHU3HUCY, XapaKTepU3YIOLUIEMYyCcs HEXBATKOW MPOAOBOILCTBUS,
U TaMm, TJ€ OTO BO3MOXHO, II€HA CTAHOBUTCS BBICOKOH. Y CTOWYMBOE
CEJIbCKOXO0351CTBEHHOE MPOU3BOJICTBO BKJIKOYAET B €€0S1 METO/bI BEJIEHUS CEIBCKOTO
XO035ICTBA, KOTOPBIE MOOLIPSIIOT UCHOJB30BAHHUE YIYYIICHHBIX METOJOB B UETHIPEX
MOJIOTPACISAX  CEJIBCKOTO  XO3siiCTBAa, @  HMMEHHO:  CEJIbCKOE  XO034HCTBO,
KUBOTHOBOJICTBO, PBIOOJIOBCTBO W JiecHOE xo03sicTBO. [loHaxpo m Tpox (2003)
OTMETUJIM, YTO YCTOMYHMBOE CEIbCKOE XO3SHUCTBO - 3TO CEIbCKOXO3SMCTBEHHAS
CUCTEMa, aJaNTHUPOBaHHAs K KOHKPETHOMY paliOHy, TaK 4YTO PACTEHUEBOJCTBO M
KUBOTHOBOJICTBO HE CHM)KAIOTCSI C TEYEHUEM BPEMEHU U JOCTATOYHO CTAOMIIbHBI IIPU
HOpPMAaJIbHBIX KOJIEOAHMSIX MOTOoJbl, B TO BpeMs Kak, 1o MHeHuto Tururiona (2000),
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yctoiunBoe CelbCKOe XO3SIMICTBO OCHOBAHO Ha MPAKTHKE, KOTOpas yMEHbIIAET
JeTpalalliio OKpPYKAIOMIeH cpesbl, yXyIIIaeT apean 3eMellb U COKpPAIlaeT Pecypchbl
JUISL COXpaHEeHHs JIECOB, 00eCIIeYnBaeT a/IeKBAaTHBIM M HAJEKHBIA 10X0] PepMepCKux
XO35ICTB, TE€M CaMbIM COKpamias O€IHOCTb. YCTOMUYHMBOE CEIbCKOE XO35AHUCTBO
o0ecreunBaeT aJicKBaTHYIO IIPOIOBOJILCTBEHHYIO 0€30MacHOCTh JJIsS HAIIUH.

HammonanbHoe pa3BuTHE Bje4eT 3a COOOM yCUIUS MO JIOCTH)KCHHIO
HAI[MOHAJILHOW MPOU3BOAUTENLHOCTH U MOBBIIICHUIO YPOBHS XU3HU. [LnanupoBanue
HAllMOHAJIBHOTO Pa3BUTHs, KaK MPABUIIO, KOJAUPYETCA B IUJIaHE, YTOObI HAIPaBIISThH
JeSITENIbHOCTh Pa3JIMYHbIX CEKTOPOB, ATOT IUIaH YAaCTO HA3bIBAIOT IJIAHOM Pa3BUTHS.
Salawu, Muhammed, Adekeye u Onimajesin (2006) oTMeTHUIH, YTO JHOOBIC TUIAHBI
pa3BUTHS MPEANOJIATatoT IeJICHAIIPaBICHHbIE YCUIINS MIPABUTEIBCTBA IO YCKOPEHHIO
mpolecca COIMalIbHO-DPKOHOMUYECKOTO pa3BUTHUSA cTpaHbl. Ha mpoTsbkeHHH MHOTHX
neT uHunMatuBbl Hurepuu B oOnactu pa3BUTHS ObUIM CBUACTENSMH DPAa3JTMYHBIX
wiaHoB. Mcropuio T1UIaHOB pa3BUTHS B Hurepuu MOXHO MPOCIEAUTH 10
KOJIOHUAJIBHOM 3I0XM, Korjga bpHUTaHCKOE KOJIOHHAJIbHOE YMPABIECHUE MOPYUHIIO
KOJIOHUSIM TIOATOTOBUTH IUIAHBI Pa3BUTHUS JUIS BBIJCICHHSI CPEICTB JI Pa3BUTHS
KOJIOHUU U coruanbHoro obecneuenus B 1940 roxy (Salawu, Muhammed, Adekeye
and Onimajesin, 2006). HauuoHanbHBIA IUIAaH pa3BUTHS KOPEHHBIX HApOJOB, B
YaCTHOCTH, BKJIIOYAET ISATUJIETHUE HAIMOHAJIbHBIE IUIaHBl Pa3BUTHs, HAuWHas C
MIEPBOTO HAIMOHAIBLHOTO MiaHa pa3BUTHs (1962-1968 roner); BTopoil HaAIIMOHATHHBIN
wiad pa3Butus (1970 - 1974 roxapl); TpeTHil HAIIMOHANBHBIN TUIaH pa3BuTHs (1975—
1980 roael); yeTBepTOE HanMoHanbHOE pa3BuTHe (1981 - 1985 roawl) u nocienyroume
IIaHbel ¥ Jpyrue mianel, takue kak Vision 2010, NEEDS, Seven Point Agenda,
Vision 20: 2020 u Transformation Agenda (Tabmuna 1).

CBsi3b MEKIY CEJIbCKMM XO3SCTBOM M HAllMOHAJIbHBIM Pa3BUTHEM CBSI3aHA C
TEM, YTO Pa3BUTHUE CEJIBCKOTO XO34WCTBA JIEKUT B OCHOBE HAIMOHAJILHOTO Pa3BUTHS.
Hu onna Hanumst He MOXET NMPETeH0BAaTh HA PAa3BUTHE CO CIIOCOOHOCTBIO aJIEKBATHO
obecrneynBaTh MPOJIOBOJIbLCTBHEM Hacesnenue. Ayoola (2001) Bbicka3anm MHEHHE, YTO
UCCIIeIOBAaHUsl MOKA3alM, YTO TOCYJapCTBEHHBIE DPACXOJbl B CEIIbCKOM XO3SHCTBE
OKa3bIBAIOT IOJIOKUTEIIBHOE BJIMSHUE HAa HKOHOMUYECKHH POCT M COKpallCHHE
6ennoctu. Eboh, Oduh u Ujah (2012) npuaepxuBaiuch MHEHUS, YTO O0Jee BHICOKHE
JIOXOJIbl OT CEJNbCKOTO XO3SMCTBA U JOCTYI K Oojiee ACIIEBbIM MPOAYKTaM MHUTAHMS
MOMOIJIM COTHSM MUWJUIMOHOB JIIOACH BBIMTH 3a uepTy OenHOCTH B pasmepe 1 moi.
CIIA B nens, npusen aprop npumep Kuras, Beetnama u bpaswnuu. u Tawnann, rae
3a TOCIEAHHE TPU JACCATWIECTUS HAOMIOJANCs 3HAYUTEIBHBIA POCT CEIbCKOTO
XO35IICTBA C COOTBETCTBYIOIIMM CHH)XKEHHEM YypoBHA OenHoctu. B Hurepun
HSKOHOMHUYECKUHA POCT B 3HAYUTEIHHOW CTEMCHH OOBSCHSAETCS YCTOWYMBBIM POCTOM
cenbckoro xossaictBa (Eboh, Oduh and Ujah, 2012). B otuere Vision 20: 2020 o
CEJIbCKOM XO3SIMCTBE M MPOJIOBOJILCTBEHHON O€30MacHOCTH OBbLIO OTMEYEHO, YTO
CEJIbCKOE XO3SIIICTBO BCEr/la WUrpajo KIOYEBYIO pOJIb B DKOHOMHUKE CTPaHbI, B
HACTOSIIIIEE BPEMs Ha HEro MPUXOAUTCS 0K0JIO 42% BajoBOro BHYTPEHHETO MPOJIYKTa
no cpaBHeHuio ¢ 13% g HedTH W rasa; W UCHOIB30BAaHHME JIBYX TpeTel Bcei
paboueii cunsl (FGN, 2009).



Table 1: Development Plans in Nigeria

Taoauna 1: [linansl pazButus B Hurepun

S/ Type of Plan Period Main goal/Objectives Main Strategies/Proposals
No
1 Ten Year Development Plan 1945 to 1955 Colonial government plan for Provision of infrastructure and
Development Plan 1951 to 1955 development and welfare to social amenities such as, roads
Development Plan 1955 to 1960 develop the colonies potable water, electricity, health
care, educational facilities and
telecommunications
2 1%t Nat. Dev. Plan (NDP) 1962 to 1970 Main objectives of all the NDPs: | Ensure a solid foundation for
Achieve a dynamic, self national development.
2" NDP 1970 to 1974 sustaining growth of the Post civil-war 3Rs:
economy. Reconstruction, Rehabilitation
3 NDP 1975 to 1980 Improvement in the standard if and
living Enhanced Standard of Living
4" NDP 1981 to 1985 Enhanced per capital income through expansion of facilities
Reduction in the level of and social amenities.
unemployment Emphasis on rural development
Diversification of the economy, | and ‘national value-added
and concept (use of more local
Indigenization of economic resources or local content)
activities Fixed GDP growth rates:
3 Structural Adjustment 1986 to 1997 Take care of difficulties that had | Resuscitate uncompleted
Programme (SAP) developed in economy arising projects.
from huge shortfalls in oil Reduce external debts
earnings, persistent fiscal Home grown adjustment
deficits, huge deficits in balance | programmes; promoting self
of payment, huge backlog of reliance and productivity.
uncompleted projects and high Commercialization and
external debts. privatization of the economy
(Thatherite Doctrine)
4 Perspective Development and | 1979 to 2010 Designed from the frustration Attainment of rapid economic
Rolling Plans that medium term plans, SAP growth and a balanced
and rolling plans have failed to development
address the problems nations; Alleviation of poverty
fundamental development Achievement of Economic self
issues, including more equitable | reliance
distribution of income, Regeneration and improvement
technological advancement, of environmental quality, and
economic self reliance, balanced | Full employment for all
development, etc... and lack of | Nigerians.
long term planning in the
economy and society,
4 Vision 2010 1979 to 1999 Attainment of a united , Government to provide

industrious, caring, God fearing
and democratic society which
would be committed to making
the basic needs of life affordable
to everyone and leading to
Africa’s foremost economy

enabling environment that
stimulates private savings and
investments.

Private Sector to be the engine
of growth of the economy
through progressive partnership
with the government.

Marco economic framework
and institutions to be outwardly
oriented based on free market
and global competitive




principle.
Vision of the people rather than
government

MDGs

The Federal government
adopted the MDGs that had been
accepted by world leaders as the
defining development goals for
the 21 century. The 8 main
goals being:

Eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger.

Achieve universal primary
education.

Promote gender equality and
empower women.

Reduce child mortality.

Improve maternal health,
Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and
other diseases.

Ensure environmental
sustainability, and ,

Develop global partnership for
development.

A MDG office created in the
Presidency to coordinate and
monitor the implementation of
the MDGs in Nigeria.

States and LGCs were to
establish their MDG
committees for the
implementation of the MDGs.

NEEDS 1 and Il

2003 to 2007

An Indicative Plan. So called
home grown development plan
anchored on wealth creation,
employment

generation, poverty reduction
and value reorientation.

The three main pillars or
strategies of NEEDS are:
Empowering people,
Promoting private enterprises
and

Changing the way government
does business.

NEEDS Il has built to NEEDS
|

Financial System Strategy
(FSS 2020).

To achieve Goldman Sach’s
prediction of the N11s, there is
need for a vibrant financial
system that will power the new
economy.

For Nigeria to propel the rest of
African economy, an integrated
financial system is critical.

Recapitalization and
consolidation in the insurance
and capital markets.....

Micro finance banks, and
conversion of community banks
Establishment of the Africa
Finance Corporation (AFC)
Pension reforms--- to generate
long-term investible funds and
solve the pension crisis

Sources: Adapted from Adeyemi 2001

Efforts in Agricultural Development

There have been different efforts in terms of programme development, policy
formulation and implementation by governments at different tiers towards improved
agriculture for food security and sustained national development. Some of these
programmes includes farm settlement Food
Production (NAFPP), Agricultural Development Projects (ADPs), River Basin
Development Authorities (RBDASs), National Seed Service (NSS),

scheme, National Accelerated

National
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Centre For Agricultural Mechanisation (NCAM), Agricultural And Rural
Management Training Institute (ARMTI) and Agricultural Credit Guarantee
Scheme Fund (ACGSF), Nigerian Agricultural Cooperative And Rural
Development Bank (NACRDB)/agricultural bank, Operation Feed the Nation
(OFN), Green Revolution Programme, Directorate Of Foods, Roads And Rural
Infrastructure  (DFFRI), Nigerian agricultural insurance company (NAIC),
National ~ Agricultural Land Development Authority (NALDA), Specialised
Universities for Agriculture, Root and Tuber Expansion Programme (RTEP) and
rural banking scheme, etc.

Also there is a policy on Agriculture; the main features of the policy include
the evolution of strategies that will ensure self-sufficiency and the improvement of the
level of technical and economic efficiency in food production. This is to be achieved
through the introduction and adoption of improved seeds and seed stock, husbandry
and appropriate machinery and equipment. Efficient utilization of resources,
encouragement of ecological specialization and recognition of the roles and potentials
of small scale farmers as the major production of food in the country, Reduction, in
risks and uncertainties were to be achieved through the introduction of the agricultural
insurance scheme to reduce natural hazards factor militating against agricultural
production and security of credit outlay through indemnity of sustained losses (FGN,
2000). Coupled with the different programmes and policy on agriculture, these have

been backed with budgetary allocation to agricultural sector (table 2-3).



Ycunus B pa3BUTHH CEIIBCKOTO XO35MCTBA

bouin  mpeAnpuHSATH  pa3iMyYHbIE YCWIMS C TOYKH 3pEHUS pa3pabOTKu
IporpaMM, pa3pabOTKU W peajau3aluyd IOJUTUKUA MPABUTEIBCTBAMM Ha pPAa3HBIX
YPOBHSIX B HaIpaBJICHUM YIIYYIIEHUS CEJIIbCKOTO XO3SHCTBA MJisi OOECHedYeHHUs
IPOJOBOJIBCTBEHHOM 0€30MacHOCTH W YCTOMYMBOIO HAIMOHAIBLHOTO Pa3BUTHSL.
HekoToppele u3 3TUX mporpaMM BKIIIOYAIOT CXEMY paccelieHus: PepMepCKUX XO3sICTB,
HammonansHoe yckopeHHOe Mmpou3BojcTBO npoAaykToB nutanus (NAFPP), ITpoekTo
pa3Butus cenbckoro xossiictBa (ADP), Opranbel pa3BUTHS peUHbIX OacceiiHOB
(RBDAs), Hanuonanpayto cemennyro ciay:x0y (NSS), HamuonaneHbI LEHTp
MexaHuzauu ceiabckoro xo3siictBa (NCAM), CenbCkOX035UCTBEHHBIE U Y UeOHBIN
WHCTUTYT TIO YIpaBJICHUIO celbCKkuM Xo3saiicTBoM (ARMTI) u ®onx cxembl
rapaHTUPOBaHUs KpeauToB B cenbckoM XossiictBe (ACGSF), Hurepwmiickuii 6ank
CEJIbCKOXO3MCTBEHHOIO KOOIepaThBa U pa3BUTHUS cenbckux paiioHoB (NACRDB) /
cenbckoxo3sicTBeHHbIN 0ank, Omepanus «llomapu napomy» (OFN), IIporpamma
«3eneHas PEBONIOLUS), YNIPABICHUE MO IPOJOBOJIBCTBHUIO, JOPOTaM U CEIbCKOU
mectHoctn  Uudpactpykrypa (DFFRI), Hurepuiickas cenbCKoXo3siiicTBEHHAs
ctpaxoBas komnanusi (NAIC), HauuonanbHoe ympaBieHWe 1O Pa3BUTHUIO
cenbckoxo3saicTBeHHBIX 3eMenb (NALDA), Cnenuanu3npoBaHHbIE YHUBEPCHUTETHI
JUIsL  CEIbCKOro  Xo3siicTBa, Ilporpamma 1o  paclIMpeHUI0  KOPHEBBIX U
kinyoHernoaHbX KyaeTyp (RTEP) u cxema cenbckoro 6aHKOBCKOTO OOCTY>KUBaHUS U
1. /1.

Table 2: Nigerian Sectoral Distribution of Actual Capital Investment

Ta6J'II/II_[a 2: HHFCpHﬁCKOC OTPACJICBOC PACTIPCACIICHUC (baKTI/I‘-ICCKI/IX KaluTaJIOBIOKEHUI

Sector Second National Plan Third National Plan Fourth National
(1970 -1974) value (1975-1980) Value (N. Plan 1981-1985
N(Million) Million) Value (N Million)

Agriculture 69.322 11.74% 1311.123 8.99% 5400.000 | 18.62%

(including,

irrigation,

livestock, forestry

and fishing)

Mining and 20.877 3.53% 1469.959 10.08% 5409.000 | 18.66%

quarrying

Manufacturing 20.281 3.43% 2257.212 15.48 6368.000 | 21.96%
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and Craft

Fuel and Power 103.376 17.60% 1551.550 10.64% 2400.000 | 8.37%
Commerce and 15.673 2.65% 281.880 1.93% 586.500 | 2.02%
Finance

Cooperative and | - - 156.678 1.07% 32.500 0.01%
Supply

Transport and 360.904 64.12% 7549.919 51.78 3790.750 | 30.32%
communications

Total 590.435 100.00 14578.321 100.00 28986.5 | 100.00

Source: Central Planning Office, Second, third and Fourth National Development Plans

Table 3: Proportion of the Nigeria’s annual budget in agriculture: 1985 — 2005

Year Total Budget Allocation % FAO Percent AU Percent
(™ m) to Allocation Recommendation | Recommendation
Agriculture | to
(N’ m) Agriculture
1985 |198,901.00 |1,018.10 |0.50 25.00 10.00
1986 | 33,245.40 925.40 2.70 25.00 10.00
1987 |53,114.30 394.30 0.70 25.00 10.00
1988 | 71,753.90 650.00 0.90 25.00 10.00
1989 | 97,254.00 1,062.60 | 1.00 25.00 10.00
1990 |129,164.00 |1,966.60 |1.50 25.00 10.00
1991 | 109,008.40 |672.30 0.60 25.00 10.00
1992 | 156,107.10 |924.50 0.50 25.00 10.00
1993 | 394,104.90 |2,835.30 |0.70 25.00 10.00
1994 | 371,900.00 |3,719.10 |1.00 25.00 10.00
1995 |515,488.90 |6,927.70 |1.30 25.00 10.00
1996 |594,260.50 |5,574.00 |0.90 25.00 10.00
1997 | 794,330.00 |7,929.60 |0.90 25.00 10.00
1998 | 1,176,289.30 | 1,184.40 | 1.00 25.00 10.00
1999 |1,140,911.00 | 38,259.80 | 3.40 25.00 10.00
2000 |1,190,597.20 | 10,596.40 | 0.50 25.00 10.00
2001 |2,632,171.70 | 64,943.90 | 2.50 25.00 10.00
2002 | 3,770,106.50 | 44,803.80 |1.20 25.00 10.00
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2003 | 3,056,965.00 | 16,045.20 | 0.50 25.00 10.00

2004 |1,971,752.50 | 59,773.40 | 3.00 25.00 10.00

2005 | 4,662,483.70 | 90,798.20 | 1.90 25.00 10.00
Source: CBN Statistical Bulletin (2005)

Agricultural Productivity in Nigeria
Cenbckoxo03siiicTBEHHAs! IPOU3BOAUTENBHOCTE B Hurepun

Based on the current prevailing agricultural situation of Nigeria, the authors
were of the opinion that much of the efforts on agricultural development as earlier
presented in the previous section has not yielded the much needed result. Obadan
(1997) opined that Nigerian agriculture is still plagued with low productivity,
meager income and low savings while Central Bank of Nigeria (1998) observed
that there is a geometric decline in agriculture contribution to Gross Domestic
Product (GDP).

The inefficiency of the various programmes, policy towards improved
agricultural development is depicted by Obadan (1997) who stated that the demand
for food outstrip the supply and Nigeria still depends on importation of certain
food crops. The author were of the opinion that though nation do import food items
for consumption, however, no nation that import substantial quantity of his food
consumption could claim to be developed. Self sufficiency marks the hallmark of
human civilization. As indicated in figure 1, Nigeria’s import of agricultural produce
surpass it export.

Ucxonst m3 Tekymiel mpeoOiafaroniell CelbCKOXO3HCTBEHHOM CUTyallud B
Hurepuu, aBTOpbl IPUIIUIK K BBIBOAY, YTO 3HAYUTEIbHAS YAaCTh YCUIIMM MO Pa3BUTHUIO
CEJIbCKOTO XO351CTBA, NPEACTABICHHBIX PaHEE B MPEABIAYIIEM pa3/eie, HE IIPUHECIIA
cTonb Heobxomumoro pesynbrata. OO6aman (1997) Bbickazanm MHEHHE, YTO
HUTEPUICKOE  CEJIbCKOE  XO3SMCTBO  MO-TIPEXKHEMY  CTpajaeT OT  HU3KOH
MPOU3BOUTEIBHOCTH, CKYAHOIO JOXO/Ja W HU3KUX cOEpekeHui, B TO BpeMs Kak
enTpaneubiii 6ank Hurepum (1998) 3ametwii, uto HaOIIOIAETCS TEOMETPUIECKOE
CHI)KEHHE BKJIaJla CEIbCKOT0 X03sCTBa B BalOBOM BHYTpeHHUM npoaykT (BBII).
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Figure 1: Trend in Total Agriculture Import Value vis-a-vis Export Value
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Source: Adapted from Ujah and Okoro (2009)

Hindrance to achievement of effective agricultural production in Nigeria
includes lack of irrigation facilities which limits dry season production, most
especially in the northern part of the country; inconsistent plan, policy and
inconsistent implementation, pest and diseases, underfunding; lacks of political will;
feeble agricultural extension services; unsustainable agricultural practices;
politicization of agricultural aids; inconsistent government agricultural policy;
restricted access to agricultural inputs among which include right combination of
fertilizer at the appropriate quantity and time, poor agricultural produce distribution
network which often result to loss of farm produces this coupled with inadequate
storage system hinder all year availability of some farm produces such as maize,
mango among others. The inefficient of transportation system posed another challenge
to agricultural productivity in Nigeria, rural transport accessibility most especially
between the rural and urban settlements, this situation hinder flow of agricultural
produce from rural base.

Also there is the challenge of prevailing subsistence nature of agricultural
practices in Nigeria; most of the foods in Nigeria are produced by subsistence farmers.
Meanwhile, the population of Nigeria is increasing at geometric rate while agricultural

production is growing at arithmetic rate. Ogunyemi and Adedokun (2009?) examined
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budgetary allocation to agricultural in Nigeria between 1985 and 2005, they noted that
overall Nigeria did not meet the FAO and AU recommendation of 25 and 10 percents
budgetary allocation to agricultural sector and concluded that this is partly responsible
for the low performance of agriculture. However, the authors fail to take into
cognizance other factors that could hinder agricultural productive notably lack of
required technical expertise in agricultural practices, sharp practice in administration
of agricultural fund among others. Based on the aforementioned challenges of

agriculture there has been downtrend of agriculture contribution to Nigeria’s GDP
(Figure 2).

IpensaTcTBreM aJist 10CTHKEeHUA IPPEKTUBHOIO CEJILCKOX035IIICTBEHHOT 0
npoun3BoacTBa B Hurepum siBjisiercsi OTCyTCTBHE HPPUTALMOHHBIX COOPYKEHUI,
YTO OrpaHUYUBAET POU3BOJACTBO B CyX0H Ce30H, 0COOCHHO B CEBEPHOIl YacTH
CTPaHbl; HENOC/IEA0BATEIbHbIN IIAH, IOJTUTHKA U HEI0C/JIe10BATEeIbLHAA
peajmn3anus, BpeauTeau U 00J1e3HU, HeI0O(PMHAHCUPOBAHUE; OTCYTCTBHE
MOJIMTHYECKOM BOJIM; CJ1a0bIe YCJIYI'H 110 PACIPOCTPAHEHHIO
CeJIbCKOXO03HCTBEHHBIX 3HAHMI; HEYCTOMYNBbIC METOAbI BEACHHUS CEJIbCKOI0
X0351CTBA; MOJUTHU3ALNUSA CEJIbCKOX03IMCTBEHHOM MOMOIIH;
HeIoC/J1e10BaTe/IbHAA IOCYJaPCTBEHHAS CeJIbCKOXO03HCTBEeHHAs OJIUTHKA;
OrPAHMYEHHBIN J0CTYII K CeJIbCKOXO0351lICTBEHHBIM pPecypcaM, Cpeau KOTOPbIX
NpaBHJIbHAas KOMOMHALUA YA00peHHU B COOTBETCTBYIOIIEM KOJIHYECTBE H
BPEMEHH, IV10XAs CeTh paclpele/eHIs CeJbCKOX03AHCTBEHHOM NPOAYKIUH,
KOTOpasi 4aCTO NPUBOAUT K MOTEPe CeJIbCKOX0351iICTBEHHOI NMPOAYKIMH, YTO B
COYETAHUM C HEAJEKBATHOM CHCTEMOI XPaHEHUs NPEeNSITCTBYIOT
KPYIJIOTOAMYHON JOCTYITHOCTH HEKOTOPBIX Ce1bCKOX03:MCTBEHHbIX NIPOAYKTOB,
TAKHMX KaK KYKYypy3a, MaHro cpeau apyrux. HeagppexruBnas rpancnopraas
CHCTEMA CO03/aJIa eule OHy NpodaeMy 1JI MPOU3BOAUTEIBHOCTH CEJIbCKOI0
xo3siiictBa B Hurepum, 10CTYnHOCTH CeJIbCKOI0 TPAHCIIOPTA, 0COOEHHO MEXKIAY
CeJIbCKUMM ¥ T'OPOACKMMH MOCEJEHUAMU, ITA CUTYalU s NPENATCTBYET IOTOKY
CeJIbCKOXO03AHCTBEHHOH NPOAYKIUH U3 CeIbCKOI 0a3bl.

Figure 2: Agriculture Share of GDP (1960-2005)
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Source: Adapted from FGN (2009). Report of the Vision 2020 National Technical
Working Group on Agriculture & Food Security. July, 2009

Conclusion

There have been different programmes, policies and initiatives towards
agricultural development in Nigeria, however no significant results have been
achieved. From this paper, it was deduced that this is largely attributed to
underfunding; lacks of political will; feeble agricultural extension services;
unsustainable agricultural practices; politicization of agricultural aids, inconsistent
government agricultural policy among others. Also, the paper identify that Nigeria
budgetary allocation to agriculture has been inconsistent, as indicated in table 3,
during the national development plan period there was much emphasis on the
agriculture sector, however declined subsequently as reflected in table 3, therefore, we
agreed with Okeneye (2002) when he noted that that agricultural sector perform
creditably to the extent that regional development witnessed in Nigeria was linked to
agricultural sector.

BriBoibI

B Hurepum Obuin pasHble MNOporpamMmbl, TOJUTUKA UM HWHUIIUATHUBBI,
HaIIPaBJICHHBLIC HA PAa3BUTHC CCIBCKOI'O XO3HﬁCTBa, OJJHAKO HHUKAKHX CYIICCTBCHHBIX
PE3YILTAaTOB JOCTUTHYTO HC osu10. U3 BTOTO JOKYMCHTA OBLIIO YCTAHOBJICHO, YTO 3TO
B 3HAUUTEIBHOM CTEIECHH 06T>$[CH$I6TCH HEAOCTAaTOYHbBIM (1)I/IHaHCI/IpOBaHI/IeM;
OTCYTCTBHE TIOJIUTUYECKOW BOJIM;, cJIadble yCIYrH TIO0  PaclpOCTPAHCHHUIO
CEIbCKOXO3AMCTBEHHBIX 3HAHWW; HEYCTOMYMBBIE METOAbl BEAECHUS CEIIBCKOIrO
XO035MCTBA; IOJUTHU3AIMS CEJIbCKOXO3SIMCTBEHHOM IIOMOIIM, HEMOoCeI0BaTeIbHas
rOCYJapCTBEHHAsI CEJIbCKOXO3AMCTBEHHAs MOJIMTHKA cpeau npyrux. Kpome Toro, B
AOKYMCHTC YKa3bIBACTCA, YTO 6IOI[)KGTHBIC ACCUTHOBAaHUA HI/IFepI/II/I Ha CCJIBbCKOC
XO035IMCTBO OBLIH HCTIOCJICAOBATCIIbHBIMU, KdK YKa3aHO B Ta6111/1ue 3, B IICPpHUOJ

Z[el\/’ICTBI/ISI IJlaHa HAIUOHAJIBHOI'0 PAa3BUTHUA 0O0JbIIOC BHHMAHHE YACITAIIOCH
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CCHBCKOXOBHﬁCTBeHHOMy CCKTOpPY, OAHAKO BHOCICACTBMHM OHO YMCHLIIMIOCH, 4YTO
oTpaxkeHo B Tabmuie 3, mostomy Mbl cormacwinch ¢ Okeneye (2002), korma oH
OTMETHJI, 4YTO 3TOT CEINbCKOXO3SMCTBEHHBIM CEKTOpP 3aCiy)KMBAa€T JOBEPHUsS B TOU
CTCIICHH, B KOTOpOfI PCTHUOHAJIIBHOC pPA3BUTUC B HI/IFepI/II/I OBUIO CBSI3aHO C
CEJILCKOXO03SIMCTBEHHBIM CCKTOPOM.

Recommendations Toward Achieving Sustainable Agriculture

According to Van Den Ban and Hawkins (1999), the goal of extension is
to ensure that increased agricultural productivity is achieved by stimulating
farmers to use modern and scientific production technologies developed through
research. One of the aims of extension services is to teach rural dwellers how
to raise their standard of living by their own efforts, using their own manpower
and material resources with minimal assistance from the government. The paper
recommends that Nigeria government needs embrace intense rural agricultural
extension services to teach the rural farmers best practices in agricultural production,
it is the opinion of the authors that the mode of agricultural practices also contributes
to achievement of sustainable agriculture development.

Adebo and Ewuola (2006) define transfer of technology as that which
embraces all efforts to make sure that the farmers adopt new technology. He
stressed the fact that for transfer of technology to occur, it must embrace inputs,
support, advice and other essentials so that the farmer would have no reason to
reject the technology. The authors are of the opinion that apart from the problems of
corruption; and low budgetary allocation the issue of agricultural research needs to be
seriously examined. The authors recommends that government should increase the
capacity of agriculture research centres and there should be a meeting point between
different research centres in Nigeria and those in agricultural practices, invariably the
results of research should go beyond the walls of the research institutes, in this,
research result will be use and beneficial in achieving sustainable agricultural
production.

We also recommend that the government need to ensure that efforts towards

agricultural development goes beyond rhetoric’s into reality and the need to have a
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consistent agricultural plan for the nation is also recommended. This would reduce
constant shift in focus witnessed in the agricultural sector characterised by the neglect
of cassava initiative of President Obasanjo administration in which farmers encounter
loss due to huge investment in cassava production and later realise that the programme
has been abandon. Agricultural growth is associated with performance in four
constituent sub sectors: crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry, government should
intensify in all these areas of agricultural practices.

From the different strategies at addressing agriculture production in Nigria
except for DFFRI that takes a wider approach other have been narrow in conception
and implementation. The authors recommend that agriculture should be seen as stand
alone in efforts towards national development but mainstreamed in broad economic
development strategy. Other recommendations includes adequate financing Nigerian
agriculture and agro-industries sector; enhanced crop production practices to achieve
food security, provide industrial raw materials for industries and invariably achieve

national development.

ITo cnoBam Ban [lena bana u Xokunca (1999), uenvto pacuivpeHus siBisieTcs
obecrieueHne Toro, YToObI MOBHIIIIEHUE CETbCKOXO3SIMCTBEHHON MPOU3BOAUTEIILHOCTH
JOCTUTAJIOCH TTYTEM CTHUMYJIMPOBaHUs (pepMepOB K MCIOJIb30BAHUIO COBPEMEHHBIX U
HAyYHBIX TEXHOJOTUH MPOU3BOJICTBA, pa3pabOTaHHBIX B PE3YJIbTaTe UCCIEIOBAHUMN.
Onnoit u3 nenel cimyx0 pacnpoCTpaHEHHUS 3HAHUN SBISIETCS OOy4YEHUE CEIhCKHUX
KUTEJIEH TOMY, KaK IIOBBICUTh CBOH YpPOBEHb KHU3HH CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMH
YCHJIMSIMHA, HCIIONIB3Ysl CBOIO pabodyro CHily W MaTepHalibHbIE PECypChl MpH
MUHHMMAaJIbHOM MOMOIIM CO CTOPOHBI IIPaBUTENLCTBA. B JOKyMEHTE peKkoMeHyeTcs,
9TOOBl TPABUTENLCTBO Hurepuu HyXJanoch B HHTEHCUBHBIX YCIyrax IIo
PacCIpOCTPAHEHUIO CEIbCKOXO3SMCTBEHHBIX 3HAHWA B CEIBCKUX pailOHax, 4YTOOBI
o0ydaTh celbCKUX (epMepoB TMEPENOBBIM METOAAM  CEIbCKOXO3SHCTBEHHOTO
MIPOM3BOJICTBA, M aBTOPHI CUUTAIOT, YTO CIIOCOO BEJICHMSI CETbCKOTO XO3SIMCTBA TaAKKeE
CIOCOOCTBYET JOCTUKEHUIO YCTOMYMBOTO Pa3BUTHS CEIbCKOTO XO351CTBA.

Mbl Takke PEKOMEHIyeM TMPaBUTEILCTBY OO0ECIEeUnTh, YTOOBI yCHIIHS,
HaIlpaBJICHHbIC HA PA3BUTUE CEIbCKOT0 X035HUCTBA, HE BBIXOJIUIHN 32 PAMKH PUTOPHUKH,
a TaKKe€ PEKOMEHIOBAJIM HEOOXOAMMOCTh UMETh MOCJIEIOBATEIbHBIN MJIaH Pa3BUTHUS
CEJIbCKOTO XO3AWCTBA JUIS CTPaHbl. JTO YMEHBIIMIO OBl TOCTOSHHOE CMEIICHHE
aKIICHTa B CEJIbCKOXO35MCTBEHHOM CEKTOpE, XapaKTepU3yIIIeMCsl MpeHeOpexKeHueM
WHULIMATUBON aJMUHUCTpanuu mnpesugeHta (OOacaHKO, Kacarolleics MaHUOKH,
Korna (GepMmepbl CTAJIKMBAIOTCA C TOTEPSIMH H3-32 OTPOMHBIX MHBECTHIIMHA B
MPOU3BOACTBO MAaHUOKHU U IO3KE OCO3HAIOT, YTO OT ATOM MPOTPAMMBI OTKA3AJIKCh.
Poct cenbCckOoro Xxo3diicTBa CBA3aH C NPOU3BOJUTEIIBHOCTBIO B YETBIPEX
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COCTAaBJIAIOIMHX IOJCCKTOpax: CCIbCKOC XOSHP’ICTBO, KHMBOTHOBOJACTBO, pr6OJIOBCTBO
Hn JICCHOC XO3§IﬁCTBO, IMPpaBUTCIIBCTBO OOJIZKHO YCHUIIMTL BO BCCX JTUX o0nacTax
CEIbCKOXO031MCTBEHHON IIPAaKTHUKHU.
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