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Christmas Around the World
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December Celebrations

• Hanukkah - Jewish 

• Kwanza – African American

• Christians – Christmas
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Hanukkah

• Hanukkah, known as the Festival of 
Lights, celebrates the victory of the 
Maccabees over King Antiochus of 
Syria, who wanted them to reject 
their religion and worship his gods. 
After the victory, the Maccabees 
wanted to rededicate the Jerusalem 
Temple, but could only find a tiny 
jug of oil, enough for a single day. 
They lit the lamp, and the tiny 
amount of oil stayed lit for eight 
days. 
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Kwanza

• The newest of the December 
celebrations, Kwanzaa was inspired by 
the civil rights struggles of the 1960s and 
based on ancient African celebrations.

It was developed by Dr. Maulana 
Karenga, an African-American scholar 
and activist, in 1966. Now more than 20 
million people celebrate all over the 
world. The celebration focuses on seven 
principles, known by the Swahili phrase 
"Nguzo Saba." 
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Foods for the seasons

• Australia:  Barbecue of prawns, 

steak and chicken 

with ice cream

• Czech Republic:  {Christmas Eve} 

fish soup, eggs and carp The 

number of people must be even or 

the odd person will be dead by 

morning.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gastronaut.info/wp-content/gallery/food/onion-soup.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gastronaut.info/&h=600&w=801&sz=305&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=TgT5JL0XGI0TuM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=143&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dczech%2Brepublic%2Bfish%2Bsoup%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive
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• Finland:  Macaroni, rutabaga, 
carrot and potato with ham. 
Then everyone takes a sauna 
and then visit graves of 
relatives.

• Germany:  Roast Goose, 
potatos, cabbage, parsnip and 
pickles.

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bp1.blogger.com/_kVrWB6X9bMc/Rd0-5jz0F_I/AAAAAAAAAWM/ZdgvXo6cujI/s400/rutabaga2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://lottasplace.blogspot.com/2007/02/good-stuff.html&h=400&w=400&sz=38&hl=en&start=19&tbnid=7ElUGm16-uEuyM:&tbnh=124&tbnw=124&prev=/images%3Fq%3Drutabaga%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive
http://www.jsonline.com/entree/cooking/images/dec00/goosebig121300.jpg
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• Italy:  7 course meal:  
antipasto, pasta, roast meat, 
two salads, two puddings 
followed by cheese and 
chocolates.

• Jamaica:  Rice, gungo peas, 
chicken, ox tail and curried 
goat.
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• Norway {Christmas Eve} 

farmers leave gruel in the 

barns for the magic Gnome 

who protects their farms.

• Portugal {eaten at midnight} 

cod-fish with boiled potatoes.

http://www.gone-ta-pott.com/DSCF0789_op_800x600.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sciencepunk.com/v5/gallery/cod_fish1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sciencepunk.com/v5/index.php%3Fs%3Dtale&h=445&w=565&sz=36&hl=en&start=6&um=1&tbnid=w1wUYZ3ytUb-iM:&tbnh=106&tbnw=134&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcod%2Bfish%26gbv%3D2%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dkimages.com/discover/previews/1254/10461297.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.dkimages.com/discover/Home/Geography/Europe/Norway/Norway-173.html&h=517&w=768&sz=53&hl=en&start=12&um=1&tbnid=iSCtX8J-mYx-nM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=142&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dcod%2Bfish%2Bwith%2Bboiled%2Bpotato%26gbv%3D2%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DX
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• South Africa:  Traditional 

turkey dinner with all the 

trimmings.

• Sweden:  Meatballs, sausages

smoked salmon & caviar.

http://www.recipesforstudents.co.uk/img/pics/meatball.JPG
http://www.imaginarythings.com/October 2006/Thanksgiving Turkey.jpg
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This powerpoint was kindly donated to 

www.worldofteaching.com

http://www.worldofteaching.com is home to 

over a thousand powerpoints submitted by 

teachers. This is a completely free site and 

requires no registration. Please visit and I 

hope it will help in your teaching.

http://www.worldofteaching.com/
http://www.worldofteaching.com/

