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GRAMMAR

Modals of obligation, permission &
prohibition (present & past time)

Permission

We use can + infinitive and is/are allowed to + infinitive

to talk about permission in the present.
You can drive in the UK when you are seventeen.

The children are allowed to watch TV until ten o’clock.

We use could + infinitive and was/were allowed to +
infinitive to talk about permission in the past.

Many years ago people could smoke anywhere.
She was allowed to stay out until twelve o’clock.

Obligation

We use must + infinitive and has/have to to talk about
obligation in the present.

You must arrive 30 minutes before your flight.
We have to leave soon.

We use had to + infinitive to talk about obligation in
the past.

He had to pay a lot of tax last year.

No obligation

We use don’t/doesn’t have to + infinitive and
don’t/doesn’t need to + infinitive talk about something
that is not necessary (but it is allowed).

You don’t have to come if you don’t want to.
I don’t need to wear a tie to work.

We use didn’t have to + infinitive and didn’t need to +
infinitive to talk about an absence of obligation in the
past.

She knew the restaurant manager so she didn’t have
to pay for her meal.

They didn’t need to get up early because it was a
holiday.

Prohibition

We use can’t + infinitive, mustn’t + infinitive and
isn’t/aren’t allowed to + infinitive to talk about
something that is not allowed.

You can’t enter the US without a passport.

You mustn’t open your papers before the exarn begins.

The students aren’t allowed to take mobile phones
to school.
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We use couldn’t + infinitive and wasn’t/weren’t allowed
to + infinitive to talk about prohibition in the past.

British schoolchildren couldn’t have long hair in
the 1950s.
The monks were not allowed to speak.

Make, let & allow

Permission

We can use let + object + infinitive (without to) and
allow + object + to + infinitive to talk about
permission.

She lets her children do anything they want.

My father let me use his car.

The teacher allowed the students to ask questions.

Obligation

We can use make/made + object + infinitive (without
to) to talk about obligation.

The company makes the staff work very hard.
She made me do it again.

Prohibition

We can use doesn’t/didn’t let + object + infinitive
(without to) and doesn’t/didn’t allow + object + to +
infinitive to talk about prohibition.

They don’t let me leave until five o’clock.

He didn’t let me speak.

They don’t allow animals to come into the house.

FUNCTIONAL LANGUAGE
Requests: asking for permission
Requests

Can I (possibly) + infinitive ... ?

Could I (possibly) + infinitive ... ?

Do you think I could + infinitive ... ?

Is it all right/OK if I + present tense ... ?
I wonder if I could + infinitive ... ?

Responses

Yes, sure/of course/certainly/no problem/go ahead.
I'm sorry, but ...
I'm afraid that ...

If we want to refuse permission, we usually give an
explanation.



Requests: asking someone

to do something

Requests

Can you (possibly) + infinitive ... ?
Could you (possibly) + infinitive ... ?
Do you think you could + infinitive ... ?

Responses

Yes, sure/of course/certainly/no

problem.

If we want to refuse the request, we

usually give an explanation.

WORD LIST

Accommodation

apartment /o'paitmant blok/
block n C

cabinn C ** fkebn/

campsite n C fkaempsait/

caven C ** /kerv/

communal adj * /ka'mju:nl/

community n C *** /ko'mju:nati/

detached adj * fdrteetft/

dormitory n C /do:mutri/

facilities n pl ***  [fo'silatiz/

holiday home n C  /holider haum/

houseboat n C fhausbaut/

lighthouse n C Maithavs/

local authority n C  /loukl o:6orati/

lock v *** /lok/

mobile /maubail 'houm/
home n C **

monthly chargenC  /man6l1 'tfa:d3/

ownership n U **
resident n C ***
semi-detached adj
suburbn C *

tent n C **
terraced adj

tree house n C
wallpaper n U *
windmill n C

faunafip/
[rezid(o)nt/
/semidr'taetft/
[sab3:b/
Jtent/

[terast/
[trizhaus/
fwoilpeips/
/windmil/

Conversation fillers

Ah!

I see.
Mm.
Oh!
Really!
Right.
Uh-huh.
Yes.

Sleep

fall asleep

feel sleepy

get to sleep

go to sleep

have a nap

heavy sleeper n ¢
light sleeper n ¢
make the bed

set the alarm clock
wakeup v *

fai/

/a1 'siyf
fm/
fou/
/riali/
[rait/
/A 'ha/
fies/

/fo:l o'slitp/

/fi:l 'sli:pi/

/get ta 'slizp/

/gav ta 'sli:p/

/haev 2 'nep/

/hevi ‘slizpa/

/lait 'slizpa/

/meik 0o ‘bed/

/set 8i: o'la:m klok/
/weik ‘Ap/

Other words & phrases

airy adj

arsenic n U
bench n C **
best-seller n C
big deal n C
calamari n pl
candle n C **
catch up with v
chef n C

claim n C/v ***
cofiduct v **
convenient adj **
conviction n C **
crashv *
day-to-day adj
decorate v *
deern C
deserved adj
divide v ***
dramatic adj *
drawback n C

feari/
faisnik/
/bentf/
/best'selo/
/big 'dizl/
[k&elo'mairi/
[keendl/
[kaetf ‘Ap wid/
/fef/
/kleim/
[kan'dakt/
[kon'vi:niant/
/kan'vikfn/
/kreef/
/deita'de1/
/dekareit/
[/
/dy'z3:vd/
/drvaid/
/dro'meetik/
/dro:bak/

Language reference

dreadful adj

dull adj *
enormous adj **
for good adv
found v

fully clothed adj
gossipn U
half-way adj/adv
a helping hand
homesick adj

household name n C

incense n U
innnC

keep (sb) company v

living

conditions n pl
mayonnaise n U
monk n C
noisy adj *
obviously adv ***
poisonous adj
poverty n U
refugee adj

reputation n C/U **

sanitary adj
scenery n U
sink n C
slicelp C ¥
sparkling adj
spectacular adj
substance n C ***
tap water n U
time flies
undeserved adj
uniform n C **
useless adj
vacation n C
valet n C
waiting list n C
wooden adj
workhouse n C

/dredfl/

/dal/

/fno:mas/

/fa 'gud/

[faund/

/fuli 'klaudd/
/gosip/
/ha:'fwer/

/o helpin ‘haend/
[haumsik/
[haushauld 'neim/
/isens/

/mn/

/ki:p '’kamp(a)ni/
Mivig kandifonz/

/mero'neirz/
/mAnk/
[noizi/
[obviasli/
/porznas/
/povati/
[refjudsi/
[repju'terfn/
[senat(a)ri/
/si:nori/
[smk/
[slais/
/spaklin/
[spek'taekjule/
/sabstans/
[taep woita/
ftaim ‘flaiz/
/andr'z3:vd/
/jumniform/
fju:slos/
/vakeifn/
[velel/
[wertiny Jlist/
/wudn/
/w3ikhaus/
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