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GRAMMAR

Comparatives

We use comparatives to compare two things or people.
We use than to join the two things we are comparing.

The supermarkets are cheaper than my local shops.
Famous brand names are often more expensive than
other brands.

We can make negative comparisons with less +
adjective + than.

Orange juice is less popular than fizzy drinks.
We can make the difference between two things bigger
or smaller with a modifier before the comparative

adjective. With big differences we use much, a lot, far
and with small differences we use a little, slightly, a bit.

Digital cameras are much more powerful these days.
The shop now has a slightly wider range of goods.

We use superlatives to compare more than two things or
people. We put the before the superlative adjective.

She buys the cheapest clothes she can find.
It’s the most fashionable brand at the moment.

We can make negative superlatives with the least +
adjective.

Which shop is the least friendly?
With short adjectives, we usually add -er/-est.

fresh  fresher
cheap cheaper

the freshest
the cheapest

When an adjective ends in -e, we add -r/-est.

the widest
the latest

wide wider
late later

When an adjective ends in -y after a consonant, we
change the -y to -ier/-iest.

the easiest
the busiest

easy  easier
busy  busier

When an adjective with one syllable ends with a
consonant after a vowel, we double the consonant.

big bigger
hot hotter

the biggest
the hottest

With longer adjectives, we add more/the most.

important
reliable

more important
more reliable

the most important
the most reliable
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Some adjectives have irregular comparative and
superlative forms.

good better the best
bad worse the worst
far further the furthest

If we want to say that two things are the same, or almost
the same, we can use the following structures:

1 the same as
Her trainers are the same as mine.

2 as + adjective + as
Her trainers are as old-fashioned as mine.

3 sPmilar to
Her trainers are similar to mine.

If we want to talk about the differences between two
things or people, we can use the following structures:

1 different from
Her trainers are different from mine.

2 notas + adjective + as
Her trainers are not as nice as mine.
(= My trainers are nicer.)

Comparing nouns

We can use comparative and superlative forms with
nouns as well as adjectives.

We use more + noun + than to compare two things or
people.

In the US, there are more classroom advertisements
than in Europe.

We use less/fewer + noun to make negative
comparisons. We use less with uncountable nouns and
fewer with plural (countable) nouns.

He does less work than his boss.
The company wants everybody to take fewer days off.

We use the most/the least/the fewest + noun to compare
more than two things or people. We use the least with
uncountable nouns and the fewest with plural
(countable) nouns.

Who has the most experience?

Of all the people in the office, she spends the least
time behind her desk.

Her department gets the fewest complaints.
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FU NCTIONAL LANGUAGE unbelievable /anbrli:vabl/ commercial n C * /ka'ms3:fl/
unemployed *** fanim'ploid/ compliment n C * /komplimant/
On the phone unhappy ** /an‘haepi/ consumer nn C *** fkan'sjuima/
unlucky /anlaki/ corridor n C ** [korido:/
Can/Could I ... unprepared /anpripead/ cover n C *** fkavo/
ask who’s calling? unsuccessful * /ansak'sesfl/ credit limit n C [kredit limit/
ask your name? crisis n C *** [ kraisis/
call (you) back later? Office activities cutback n C /katbaek/
give him/her a message? digital adj ** /didztl/
leave a message? do | a report ' district n C *** /distrikt/
speak to (name)? some photocopying double v/adj *** /daby/
take a few details? the filing educational adj ***  [ediskern@)\
take a message? make | a phone call educationalist n C /,edjdkelfn(a)llst/
take your name? a report energy n U *** fenadsi/
a photocopy enthusiastic adj **  /n@ju:zraestik/
Can/Could you ... the coffee existing adj *** hig'zistig/
call (me) back later? 1 . fizzy adj [fizi/
give him/her a message? e imaﬂ 1 flirt n C/v [flait/
give me a few details? & RIOAt 22 fundraising n U /fandrerzin/
give me your name? send | an email get rid of sth/sb v /get 'rid av/
hold on? a report growth n U *** /groud/
say that again? writel an email influence v *** /nfluzans/
speak up? I a report interest rate n C /introst reit/
take a message? joker n C /dzouka/
tell him/her who’s calling? - . laser n C * Neiza/
tell him/her I called? Office supplles loyalty n U ** Moralti/
i o ] market o /mazkit ri's3:tf/
WORD LIST drawing pin n C /droug pin/ mraetsiell)r'(; ]n U L li
filing cabinet n C ffailip keaebmat/ L oed ,i }é f f ,Y s ;ma't;/.natl L
Adjective S highlighter (pen) n C /hailaits (pen)/ o tiacy b ;;":m .y
in-tray n C /mntrey/ C ** ¥
comfortable *** fkamftobl/ ink cartridge n C /ink ka:tridz/ pfrﬁentage rlz] / polsent1d3/
crowded * [kraudid/ mouse matn C /maus meet/ RN /p aet} nan/

) procedure n C *** [pro'si:dza/
delicious * /drlifas/ note pad n C /naut paed/ PRI =H R
efficient *** /ififnt/ paper clipn C /peipe klip/ gropertyvn C/U *** ;p:zusfis//
fashionable ** [Mfeefnabl/ pencil sharpener n C  /pensl Ja:p(s)ns/ F props
B =il b T rent v [rent/
fresh [fref/ Post-its® n pl /paustits/ titive adi ;
healthy *** /helBi/ stapler’n C /sterplo/ ;Zl:;lge acs Z‘ Il’/etatw/
popular *** opjuls/ Ti ®nyU ) “
ieol]ipali)la er P ;g'l:fabl/ g fupgks/ secret n C/adj *** [sikrot/
shortage n C ** /fortidz/
fons & stron/ Other words & phrases slogan n C * Saear
stylish [stailif/

snack n C* /snak/
advertiser a,Zi f:** ; aedvaI,Jt;uza/ stationery n U /ste1fn(a)ri/
Negative prefixes annoylng* ] 9'n?" survey n C *** [s3:ver/

gf ’ P appeal v *** fopil/ sweet n C * [swr:t/

(adjectives) approval n U *** [opruzvl/ task 11 C *** frassk/

y *
3 ¥ . bankrupt adj/v ! bae‘llkrAPt/ taxpayer n C ** /tekspers/
dishonest /dis'onist/ big business n C /big 'biznas/ terrible adj *** Jtersbl/
disloyal [dis1oral/ blank adj ** /blank/ trainee n C Jtrerniyf
3 S * 1 . . ! ]
...ssaqsfled [dis'setisfaid/ bossy adj [bosi/ transfer v *** Mreensfs:/
-mpatlent % /lm'PeI_fnt/ brand n C ** /bl'%ﬂd/ urgent ad] * % /‘3'd3(9)nt/
impolite * /impalart/ bully n C /ouli/ b e A /V;wqg/
impossible *** /im'posabl/ call round v /ko:l ‘raund/ :
N . - washing fwofi paude/
§mprobable /im'probabl/ catch (sb’s) attention /keet[ o'tenfn/ powder n U
{naccuratfe /IH'ZEk_]UI.‘St/ cereal n C/U * [s1oriol/ workaholic n € /wakaholik/
inconvenient /mkan'vimniant/ client n C *** [klaront/
incorrect * /inka'rekt/ code n C *** [kaud/
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