


An idiom is an expression whose
meaning has little, often nothing, to
do with the meanings of the words
in the expressnon itself. You have

to know its "hidden” meaning.
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AT A LOSS
- sell something and lose money
We were forced to sell the computers at a big loss.
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CALCULATED RISK
- an action that may fail but has a good charnce to succeed
They took a calculated risk when they inrcduced a new

computer screen to the market.

NUMBER-CRUNCHER
- an accountant, someone who works

with numbers
Our president is a good number-cruncher and

understands about the finances of our company.

HEADS WILL ROLL

- someone will be punished

Heads will roll when our boss learmms about the
money that we have lost recently.

MEAN BUSINESS

- be serious
Cur boss means business when he telis
everyone to try and work harder.

IN BLACK AND WHITE

- in writing

The company refused to deal with the customer’s
complaints until they saw them in biack and white.

GAIN GROUND

- go forward, make progress '/
Our company has been gaining ground in our;
attempt to be the best in the industry. //.
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LET THE CAT OUT OF THE BAG

to share information that was previously concealed
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$ cost an arm
“’ Wand aleg

Meanlng: to be very
expensive/cost a lot of money

Example: My new car cost me an
arm and a leg.
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